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wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ tǊƻŎŜǎǎ
ÅThe state budget describes how the state will use 

its resources to meet the needs of the public

ÅIt is the most important public policy document, 
identifying the services, projects and populations
the Governor and lawmakers consider a priority

ÅSpending trends tell us about changes in priorities over time

ÅThere are opportunities for residents to influence the state 
budget throughout the year
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Understanding State Fiscal Years

ÅThe state budget period is called the 

άŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊΦέ Lǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ мst to
June 30th

ÅThe state fiscal year refers to the year the budget period ends

ÅExample:  SFY2017 budget began July 1, 2016 and ends 
June 30, 2017

ÅThe federal fiscal year is from October 1stςSept 30th

ÅExample:  FFY2017 budget began Oct 1, 2016 and ends Sept 
30th 2017
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Budget Basics

ÅEach year, the Governor recommends to 

the General Assembly a budget for the 

upcoming  fiscal year and changes to the
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ όάǎǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘέύ

ÅExample: In February 2017, Governor submitted FY2018 
budget and FY2017 supplemental budget

ÅThe budget must be balanced ςrevenue (income) and 
expenditures (spending) must be equal

ÅBudget is due the 3rd Thursday in January (Governor can be 
granted extension by General Assembly)
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Caseload and Revenue Estimating Conferences

ÅIn November and May, the House and Senate Fiscal Advisors and  
Budget Officer meet to review:

ÅCaseload ςthe current and next year caseloads for certain 
human service programs

ÅRevenue ςthe economic conditions in the state and current 
and projected revenue

ÅThe information from the November conference
is used by the Governor in developing her budget
and the May conference information is used by
the General Assembly in passing a final budget
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Budget Development Starts in the Summer
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ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ǎŜƴŘǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǘŜ 
agencies telling them the information needed to prepare their 
budget requests

ÅThe time table for submitting the recommended funding levels 
are available online: http:// www.omb.ri.gov/budget/instructions/index.php

Meet with or write to state agency
directors to offer input

ÅState Agencies submit budget requests to
the Governor by Oct 1st

Budget Development Starts in the Summer

You can 

http://www.omb.ri.gov/budget/instructions/index.php
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Budget Development: Fall



www.economicprogressri.org

Budget Development: Fall

ÅGovernor is working on developing
her budget

ÅState Agencies are submitting their budget requests to the 
Governor

Meet with governor or her staff to ask her to 
include your priorities in the budget

You can 
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Budget Development: Fall
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ÅNovember Caseload and Revenue
Estimating Conference
ÅThe report from November conference shows whether the 

state is running a surplus or deficit for the current year 

ÅProjects the caseload and revenue for the coming fiscal 
year

Learn the size of the budget deficit or surplus: 
http:// omb.ri.gov/budget/revenues/index.php

Budget Development: Fall

You can 

http://omb.ri.gov/budget/revenues/index.php
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Budget Development: January


